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The XVIII century was a period of developing new values, searching for 

life guidelines, which entailed, among other things, a completely different atti-

tude of the state to the spheres of education and enlightenment. Peter I's reforms 

aimed at modernizing and Europeanizing Russian society gave a powerful impe-

tus to this. Peter's beginnings have continued in the subsequent period of Rus-

sian history. Peter's educational mission was also taken up by his successors, 

since education continued to be one of the most pressing problems of society, 

and "the absence of a certain layer of elementary educated people hindered the 

development of higher degrees of education and science" [1, p. 185]. 

Under Catherine I, there were no significant changes in educational poli-

cy, legislative activity in this area was small. By the decrees of the Empress, 

questions were raised about improving the professional training of merchants 

(1725), the relevance of which was clearly realized even under Peter [2]; on the 

unification of spiritual and civil schools "under the jurisdiction of the Synod" 

(1726) and other decrees testifying to the continuity of state educational policy 

in the post-Soviet era and Catherine's attempts to "streamline the subordination 

of schools that were in different departments during the Peter the Great period" 

[1, p. 186]. 

After the accession of Anna Ioannovna, "the educational policy of the 

state was aimed at freeing the nobles from forced service" [1, p. 187]. The gov-

ernment of Anna Ioannovna assumed in the Senate and in other public places to 

teach youngsters "command affairs and sciences" and to monitor "their success 

and morality," while a special decree emphasized that nobles should be trained 

"at their will, and not under compulsion." 

During her reign, a Cadet corps was created, where "gentry children" from 

13 to 18 years old were recruited. Training in it took place according to a pre-
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agreed curriculum, which included, along with the "military art of the necessary 

sciences" (fortification, artillery, "sword action", horse riding, etc.) arithmetic, ge-

ometry, drawing, dancing, music, "foreign languages" and "other useful sciences". 

In addition, by decree of 1731, the "digital schools" that were liquidated 

under Catherine I were restored and teachers' salaries were increased. The au-

thorities also encouraged the participation of the church in the dissemination of 

education. The Kharkov Pokrovsky Monastery and the "Slavic-Greek-Latin 

schools" that were attached to it were granted a charter by the Empress "to rein-

force those schools and free teaching in them" for the benefit of "not only the 

priesthood, but also the Russian Fatherland." 

In the 40s of the XVIII century, the scientific activity of M. V. Lomono-

sov began, who became the first Russian professor, a member of the Academy 

of Sciences in 1745. On the initiative and with the direct participation of Lo-

monosov, the first university in Russia with three faculties: law, medicine and 

philosophy will be opened in Moscow in 1755. M. V. Lomonosov considered 

his main duty as the head of educational institutions of the Academy of Sciences 

(gymnasium and university) to take care of the development of education in the 

country, the democratization of education. He actively advocated the admission 

to secondary and higher educational institutions of immigrants from unprivi-

leged estates, including freed peasants. 

However, by the middle of the XVIII century. the education system has 

undergone quite significant changes. In this sphere, to a much greater extent 

than in Peter's time, class differentiation began to be felt. Most of the profes-

sional educational institutions opened at the beginning of the XVIII century. for 

different classes, they turned into exclusively noble. This mainly affected mili-

tary educational institutions: Navigation, Artillery and Engineering schools, 

Land (founded in 1731) and Naval Gentry corps. The latter was formed in 

1752 as a result of the merger of the Navigation School and the Maritime Acad-

emy. The noble educational institution was also established in 1759. The page 

corps (which served the needs of the yard). The developing network of spiritual 

educational institutions also gradually lost its all-theological character and ac-

quired the features of isolation. Garrison schools have become the main type of 

primary schools for the majority of the country's population (digital schools cre-

ated by Peter I joined them). 

In general, the post-Petrine period was a time of consolidation of new 

phenomena in culture, when Russia mastered and processed the experience of 

Western Europe in all spheres of activity. This applies, among other things, to 

the state policy in the field of education and enlightenment. The consistent de-

velopment by the successors of Peter I of the principles laid down by him made 

it possible to expand the layer of literate people and form the environment nec-

essary for the further movement of the country along the path of progress. 
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The XVIII century was a time of breaking the usual way of life, develop-

ing new values, life-meaning guidelines, which entailed, among other things, a 

completely different attitude of the state to the field of science. Peter I's reforms 

aimed at modernizing and Europeanizing Russian society gave a powerful impe-

tus to this. Peter's beginnings have continued in the subsequent period of Rus-

sian history. The Academy of Sciences, founded by Peter I's decree, became the 

center of scientific thought in the second quarter of the XVIII century; geo-

graphical and geological studies of various regions of Russia initiated by Peter 

continue. Of great scientific importance were the first (1725–1730) and second 

(1733–1743) Kamchatka expeditions under the command of V. Bering and 

A. I. Chirikov, which provided extensive material on North Asia, Kamchatka 

and Siberia. The second Kamchatka expedition, which in turn consisted of three 

expeditions, proved to be particularly fruitful. The first had the task of opening a 

sea route from Northeast Asia to North America. In July 1741, the goal was 

achieved – V. Bering and A. Chirikov managed to reach the northwestern shores 

of America. The name of Bering bears the strait separating two continents, the 

sea, as well as one of the islands belonging to the Commander group. The pur-

pose of the second expedition was to study the northern sea route from Arkhan-

gelsk to the Pacific Ocean. The expedition received a great international re-
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